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Bojan Dobovšek, PhD
Associate Professor of
Criminalistics and Vice
Dean
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Matevž Bren, PhD
Associate Professor for
quantitative methods

Bojan Dobovšek is a researcher on corruption, organised crime, economic
crime, criminal investigations, investigative reporting, Western Balkans crime,
art crime and environment crime. He has been a researcher at the
University of Würzburg, Institute of Political Science in Germany,
a guest lecturer at Ghent University Belgium and a visiting professor at faculties in Sarajevo, Belgrade, Zagreb, and Podgorica. A
Highly Commended Award winner of the Literati Network Awards
for Excellence 2009 for his article Economic organised crime networks in emerging democracies published in International Journal
of Social Economics.

Branko Lobnikar, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Branko Lobnikar teaches Security Organizations Management. His areas of expertise comprise policing, human
resource management, and
deviant behaviour within organizations. He has authored
several papers on community policing and police deviance management. Currently, he is involved in the study of police integrity
and serves as an international expert for the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe in Azerbaijan and Kyrgyzstan.
E-mail address: branko.lobnikar@fvv.uni-mb.si

E-mail address: matevz.bren@fvv.uni-mb.si

Andrej Sotlar, PhD
Assistant Professor in security
systems and Vice Dean
Andrej Sotlar teaches two courses
of the doctoral programme, Theoretical and Systemic Aspects of
Non-State Security and Security in
Business Processes; and Geographical and Political Aspects of Security
Risks. His research interest relates
to national security, security policy,
private security, non-state security
actors and plural policing. Currently
he deals with private and plural policing. In 2009 he published “Post-Conflict Private Policing: Experiences From Several Former Yugoslav Countries” (in Policing, Vol.
32, No. 3)
E-mail address: andrej.sotlar@fvv.uni-mb.si

Bojan Tičar, PhD
Associate Professor and
Vice Dean
Bojan Tičar teaches legal
viewpoints of corporate
governance in public and
private security-organizations. His research activities cover a wide array of
public and financial law.
He has published his studies in national and international publications.
E-mail address: bojan.ticar@fvv.uni-mb.si
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Igor Bernik, PhD
Assistant Professor and Vice Dean

Matevž Bren teaches Scientific Research of Security Phenomena. His research interests span a wide
range of methods (dissimilarity measures, compositional data analysis,
system dynamics, school effectiveness, etc.). He is a co-author of
research papers, and conference and workshop presentations.
He is the head of Slovenian counterpart of the European research
project Establishing a knowledge-base for quality in education:
Testing a dynamic theory of educational effectiveness.

E-mail address: bojan.dobovsek@fvv.uni-mb.si
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Igor Bernik is the head of Information
Security Department at the Faculty
of Criminal Justice and Security, University of Maribor. His main research
fields include information security,
cyber crime and security informatics.
He is a member of editorial boards of
national and international journals
and conferences in the field of (information) security and a (co-)author of
journal and conference papers in cyber crime, information warfare and cyber terrorism. He has also co-authored a chapter in Daniel Ventre's National Perspectives on Information and Cyber Warfare.
E-mail address: igor.bernik@fvv.uni-mb.si

University of Maribor

FACULTY OF criminal
JUSTICE AND SECURITY
PhD Programme

Miran Mitar, PhD
Assistant Professor of
Methodology
Miran Mitar teaches Methodology of Security Phenomena Research. His
research interests include
methodology of research
of security phenomena,
methods of security assessment and a variety of security phenomena and possibilities of social crime prevention. His last article: Bailey’s social entropy theory as an explicit theoretical approach for an
empirical assessment of security of contemporary societies.
E-mail address: miran.mitar@fvv.uni-mb.si
Teodora Ivanuša, PhD
Assistant Professor
Teodora Ivanuša teaches Means of Mass
Destruction and studies management
and governance of security threats, and
chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear,
and liquid explosives defense. She has
published her research in national and international publications. Currently, a part
of her second Ph.D. (New Cybernetics of
Defense) has been published in Springer’s
Understanding and Managing Threats
to the Environment in South Eastern Europe. She has recently contributed a chapter to the ‘Handbook of Research on Enterprise 2.0:
Technological, Social, and Organizational Dimensions’ entitled Requisite Holism of Behavior when facing Complexity of Pandemic Diseases – New Trends in Healthcare Information System (HIS) (in press).
E-mail address: teodora.ivanusa@fvv.uni-mb.si
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FACULTY OF criminal
JUSTICE AND SECURITY
PhD Programme
The University of Maribor, one of the leading academic
institutions in Slovenia, is committed to excellence in providing the highest quality of education and world-quality
research in the arts and the sciences. Its efforts aimed at
promoting research and creative activity, strengthening
democratic and ethical values, addressing critical societal issues, and supporting ecological and environmental issues are closely integrated in the study programmes
available at The Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, its
leading faculty in the field of social sciences.
The Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security is developing
the field of criminal justice studies founded on the traditional academic disciplines of criminology, law, sociology,
psychology, political science and organizational science.
One of its main tasks is to focus on research and take part
in national and international research projects, as well as
to improve conditions for the exchange of professors and
students within the European Union and beyond. Its Institute of Criminal Justice Research focuses on research
and consultative roles in security issues dealt with in state
organizations, as well as in businesses and private organizations worldwide. Promotion of this PhD Programme is
one its tasks.

What can PhD Programme offer you?
• Participation in international research projects
• Strong involvement in research work within the
Institute of Criminal Justice and Security
• Opportunities to present your work at conferences
held by national and international associations
• Active cooperation in international projects on the
topics related to police activities, criminology, safety
and security studies, and much more
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Professors at the PhD Programme and their research interests
Gorazd Meško, PhD
Professor of Criminology and
Dean
Professor Gorazd Meško teaches
Comparative Criminology and
Crime, Security and Social Order.
His research activities cover a wide
array of criminological topics. He
has published his research in national and international publications.
Professor Meško has recently been
a guest editor of The Prison Journal and Policing – An International
Journal of Police Strategies and
Management. He is currently editing
the Handbook on Policing in Central and Eastern Europe (Springer,
forthcoming).
E-mail address: gorazd.mesko@fvv.uni-mb.si
Peter Umek, PhD
Professor of Criminalistic
Psychology
Peter Umek teaches a wide variety of
psychology-based courses and does
research work that spans police psychology, forensic psychology, as well
as criminalistics and investigative psychology.
Currently, he is looking into the means
of detecting potential mass killers,
such as those staging a killing spree in
schools or those acting on ideological
motivation (Norway, Germany, France). He is also involved in the
studies of the means of detecting potential terrorist attacks.
E-mail address: peter.umek@fvv.uni-mb.si
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Darko Maver, PhD
Professor of Criminal
Investigation
Darko Maver is a professor of Criminal
Investigation/Criminalistics and a former
director of Criminal Investigation Department, Ministry of the Interior, the Republic
of Slovenia; a former editor in chief of Revija za kriminalistiko in kriminologijo, and a
visiting Fulbright professor at Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA. He teaches Criminal Investigation, Criminalistics and Police Law. His research activities include
criminalistics/criminal Investigation in Europe; criminal investigation as a truth finding process; cold cases investigation; forensics
and justice; criminal investigative failures, and false confessions.
E-mail address: darko.maver@fvv.uni-mb.si

Iztok Podbregar, PhD
Professor in Human
Resource Management
Iztok Podbregar lectures on leadership and management of security
organizations and carries out research in criminal justice and security, logistics, and organizational science.
Currently, he is fully involved in the research in crisis and strategic
management, military logistics, intelligence and security, economic espionage, and (information) security risk/threat management.
Among other, he has introduced some open source intelligence
and analytical processes in a decision making process. Prof. Podbregar was also involved in the studies of the forms of medical intelligence, particularly in the studies of the means of mass destruction.

University of Maribor
Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security
Kotnikova 8, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
Tel: +386 1 300 8300
http://www.fvv.uni-mb.si/en/

E-mail address: iztok.podbregar@fvv.uni-mb.si
Anton Dvoršek, PhD
Associate Professor of Criminalistics
Anton Dvoršek teaches and does research in
the fields of criminal investigation, criminal
intelligence, and criminal investigation strategy. He is currently working on establishing
the national (Slovenian) criminal intelligence
model and developing a core (Slovenian)
terminology in the field of criminal intelligence. His recent achievements include
presentations of the Slovenian path of creating a national model of
criminal intelligence activities at several international conferences.
E-mail address: anton.dvorsek@fvv.uni-mb.si
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