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Importance of trust, respect, cooperation and science in our societies

Dear dean prof. Oka, dear professors, dear colleagues, dear friends,

| am deeply honoured to be here with you and to have the chance to address this important
academic community of respected scholars and researchers.

Let me start this speech with three concepts, which are in my opinion extremely important:
these are trust, respect, and cooperation.

Trust is a bond that connects people stronger than the best super glue. When you built
relationships on trust, nobody can convince you that the other person or institution or even a
state has bad intentions. And trust is built on respect. Respect for the other, respect for his/her
position, and also his/her interests. It is often forgotten that achieving only your aims at the cost
of others leads to a short time success and never brings happiness to a wider community. Even
more, those so to say successful individuals usually have to look over their shoulders and live
in constant fear of being beaten by the same type of aggressive competitors. Life in homo homini
lupus world is far from pleasant and enjoyable.

We have to learn how to see the best in others and always have our eyes opened to learn new
things. What Japan and Japanese people thought me in the months that | spent here — and |
always love to come back — is that success and satisfaction are not individualised. It can never
be only about me, it is always about us — the community and our joint efforts. Even as a
researcher | can only succeed with the support of the university, faculty, department, and
colleagues. But in the age of globalization even this is not enough. We all need a strong
cooperation with international colleagues. The idea planted in our heads in the West that “T am
the only creator of my future”, is easily unpacked by all with a basic knowledge of social
sciences. The reality of the last two years, the challenges and problems clearly show that our
lives are significantly determined by forces outside of us and bigger than us. The spread of the
coronavirus showed how vulnerable we are. At the same time, it also showed the need for trust
in science and the importance of one of our civilizational achievements — a health system that
provides universal health care. The message is clear — we have to take care of each other and
mutual solidarity is an important value. Measures for the prevention of the spread of
coronavirus heavily influenced those most closely connected to our jobs. Students. They were
isolated in their rooms in the phase of their life when they wish to spend time with each other.
Zoom meetings and lectures are far from being a perfect substitution for face-to-face
interactions. My visit here is a clear confirmation of this conclusion.

I come from Europe, and as we all know it, currently people are experiencing war in one of the
European countries. The attack on Ukraine triggered the biggest refugee flow in Europe since



World War 2. More than 7 million people left Ukraine since the beginning of the war. In the
last 20 years, security experts were explaining that we have moved to the age of hybrid war,
where fighting on the battlefield will be mainly replaced by cyberattacks, fake news,
interferences into the political processes, etc. However, the attack on Ukraine showed that the
old school war known to us by the images from the 1940s is still alive. A Prussian-German
military officer and war theorist from the 19th century, Carl von Clausewitz said that war is “a
political instrument, a sort of continuation of political intercourse by other means”. The
situation in Ukraine shows that unfortunately, this idea is as alive as it was when Clausewitz
wrote his notable book On war. Even more, nowadays for the first time after the end of the cold
war, we are exposed to threats with the use of nuclear weapons. In our human history, there is
only one country —that is your Japan and Japanese people that know from their own experience
what kind of a hell on earth this type of weapons cause. Their use goes against all achievements
of our civilization and, as even Einstein said it, with them “we drift toward unparalleled
catastrophe." We have to jointly reject such attempts and the use of violence and war.

| started this speech with the notion of trust and respect. Science is an important element and a
foundation of trust in our societies. Our rigid and strict methods, dedication to research, and
oversight by other colleagues bring results that can be trusted. We know and admit that we do
not have all the answers, but know to put the right questions. But there is also a trap. Science
can be abused and misused for wrong and hurtful aims. Therefore, we have to constantly check
our moral compass and pay strict attention to prevent such abuse. It worries me when | see more
and more people in a search of quick-fix solutions. They believe they know more than a doctor
because they just checked something on google or are convinced they know how to treat
refugees because they read a post on Facebook or Twitter. Since is being challenged by
populism and we have to find answers to keep the trust and respect. What we all have in
common — you, my colleagues at home and | — is the dedication to hard work, which needs to
be a guarantee for stability, humanity, and an advocate of peace. | hope we will be able to work
on these goals together in trustful and respectful cooperation.

Ales Buéar Ruéman

Tokyo, 9 June 2022
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